INTRODUCTION

TOURING the years which have elapsed since the trans-
lator of the following pages undertook his task the
countries which the Sultan Selim I in his Eastern campaigns
annexed to the Ottoman Empire have through the fortune
of war been withdrawn from it, and Egypt, after four centuries
of dependence, has again become the seat of a Sultanate.
These extraordinary events, which were not anticipated
when the work was begun, lend a special interest to a detailed
and contemporary account of the victory which brought
Egypt with its dependencies under Ottoman rule.

The story was told by von Hammer in his Geschichte des
Osmanischen Reiclies* mainly after Turkish and European
authorities, and by G. Weil, in his OescJiichte der Chalifen*
after Ibn lyas and another contemporary Arabifl account.
Zinkeisen in his admirable Ottoman history followed von
Hammer, and Sir W. Muir, in his Mameluke or Slave Dynasty
of Egypt, was dependent on Weil. The very brief account
in the latest Ottoman history on a large scale 3 rests apparently
on the statements of European witnesses.

The work of Ibn lyas which Weil used in MS. was published
in three volumes at the Government Press, Boulak, A.H, 1311-
1312 1893-1895). It is called Bada'i' al-zuhur fl waqa'i'
al-duhur, and is one of four works by the same author, all of
which are preserved.4 No biography of its author appears to
have been discovered, but a little can be gleaned from his
writings about his family and his career.5 He informs us that
he was born on Saturday 6 Rabl'ii, 852 (June 8, 1448),6 so

1 Vol. ii, book xxiv, Pest, 1828.

8 Vol. v, clia. xxi, xxii, Stuttgart, 18G2.

5 N. Jorga, Geschichte deft Osmanischen Reichea, ii, pp. 336-41, Gobha,
1909.

* Wustenfeld, Geschichtschreiber, No. 513 ; Brockelmann, ii, 295;
Vollers in Revue, tffitjyptt, 1895, pp. 544-73.
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